BATTLE  IN  STREETS 


Testargssa-throajjfi  a 
guard  rail  to  land  on 
the  rocks  fifty  feet 
below.  Police  reports 
show  no  skid  mirks 
before  the  guard  rail, 

pedal  when  he  went 
off  the  road  at  speed 
estimated  In  excess  of 
one  hundred  miles  per 
hour.  Nicholas  is  in 
critical  condition  at  an 
undisclosed  hospital, 
but  all  of  daddy's 
money  might  not  be 
able  to  put  Humpty 
together  this  time... 

Can  Hardcase  stay 

more  than  a  day?  My 
sources  report  tempers 
are  up  on  the  set  of 
HARDCASE:  THE  MOVIE. 
Tongues  are  wagging 
over  strained  relations 

and  co-star  JUSTIN 


QabrieLle 


THE 

WOCD 

AECIJND 

TOWN  is  Tom 

Hawke,  a.k.a. 
HARDCASE,  is  still 
carrying  a  torch  for 
lady-love  Linda  Warren, 
a.k.a.  STARBURST. 
Warren  has  been  in  a 
coma  since  early  1992 
resulting  from  injuries 
suffered  on  a  mission 


October  12, 1991: 
Los  Angeles. 
Something 
happened  that 
changed  the  lives 
of  four  people  forever. 
What  exactly  that  event 
no  one  knows.  Not 
the  four  people 
involved.  But  the  results 


Long  Beach.  He  was 
trying  to  become  a 
rapper  and  was  in  a 
record  producer's  office 
when  his  demo  tape 
exploded. 

Carlos  Jimenez  was 
an  auto  mechanic  in 
West  Covina.  He  was 
arguing  with  a 
customer  when  the 
customer  suddenly 
flew  through  the 


skylight.  It  was  several 
hours  later  that  Carlos 
discovered  it  was  his 
fault  and  not  the 
customer's  doing. 

These  four  people 
had  a  common  bond 
despite  their  divergent 
backgrounds.  The  bond 
was  the  bizarre  turn  of 
events  in  what  had 
been  their  ordinary 
lives.  Thus,  The  Squad 


were  obvious.  Four 
people  inexplicably  _ 
gained  ultrahuman 
abilities.  It  was  only  a  I 
matter  of  days  before  ■ 
they  discovered  each 
other  and  banded 
together  as  the  world's 
first  ultrateam:  THE 
SQUAD. 

Tom  Hawke  was  an 
unemployed  actor. 

Hawke  was  in  a  casting 
session  for  a  new  TV 
pilot  when  his  powers 
kicked  in,  turning  him 
into  the  powerhouse  he 

Linda  Warren  owned 
a  small  New  Age  shop  in 
Venice.  She  was  in  the 
process  of  selling  some 
crystals  when  her 
powers  first  manifested 
themselves,  startling 
everyone  in  the  store. 

Jamal  Blass,  a.k.a.  DJ 
Blast!  was  a  19  year  old 
teenager  living  in 


bom.  Tom  Hawke 
became  Hardcase;  Linda 
Warren,  Starburst;  Jamal 
Blass,  DJ  Blast!  and 
Carlos  Jimenez  became 
Forsa.  With  police 
approval.  The  Squad 
took  on  everything  from 
Arsonists  to 
anti-Zionists.  They 
gained  fame  and  fortune 
from  product 
endorsements  and  movie 
deals.  For  six  months  it 
looked  like  nothing 
could  go  wrong  for 

And  then  tragedy 

Carlos  Jimenez  had 
bought  a  new  home  in 
Studio  City,  California. 
He  was  having  a  house 
warming  party  and  the 
entire  Squad  was  in 
attendance.  Everyone 
was  having  a  great  time 
when  the  roof  caved  in. 
Literally.  The  creature 
came  out  of  nowhere.  It 
had  a  nightmare  for  a 
face  and  razor-sharp 
blades  for  arms  and  it 
struck  with  a  vengeance. 
The  Squad  was 
unprepared  for  its 
onslaught,  having  never 
dealt  with  an 
ultranemesis  before. 

Seeing  how 
destructive  their  battle 
as,  the  te 

lure  the  creature  t 
nearby  aqueduct  before 
it  killed  Forsa  and 
crippled  DJ  Blast! 
Starburst  had  been 
beaten  into  a  coma  and 
Hardcase  had  several 
broken  bones. 

DJ  Blast!  knew  he 


killed  if  he  used  all  his 
explosive  powers  at 
once.  Hardcase  took 
Starburst  in  his  arms  ar 
leapt  away  from  the 
scene  at  Blast's 
prompting.  A  split 
second  later  the 
explosion  shattered 
windows  five  miles 
away  and  left 
feet  deep  and  40  feet  in 
circumference.  The 
creature  was  vaporized 
along  with  what  was 
once  Carlos  Jimenez  and 


Jamal  Blass.  Linda 
Warren  is  still : 
and  Tom  Hawke  decided 
it  was  time  to  return  to 
acting.  The  world's  first 
ultra-team  was  history. 

In  recent  weeks 
we've  seen  ultrahumans 
appear  around  the 
world,  and  Tom  Hawke 
has  returned  to  action. 
The  world  is  wondering 
how  many  ultras  will 
come  out  of  the  closet. 
But  one  thing  is  certain. 
The  Squad  was  first  and 
they  will  always  be 
remembered. 
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of  coffee  and  cigarettes. 
Sixteen  months  of  A1 
Gore  speeches  earned 
me  a  vacation,  in  a 
secluded  cabana  on  the 


H  I  N  D  M  0  S  T 


you  get  a  chance.  Don’t 
try  my  patience.” 

Mercy  and  I  were  in 
Vietnam  together, 
where  we'd  covered  the 
war  for  STARS  & 
STRIPES.  Jack  was  a 
first-rate  photo- 
journalist,  but  he  had  a 
big  mouth  that  he  liked 
to  wrap  around  a 
bottle,  and  he  had  a 
hard  time 


is  is  what  1  see  on 
GNS,  but  from  what  I’ve 
seen  I'm  not  surprised 
Baker  has  hitched  his 
wagon  to  the  ultrahorse. 
Whoever  gets  these  guys 
television  first  is 
going  to  get  rich.  The 
time  is  ripe  for  muscle 
boys  in  form-fitting 
spandex  to  pound  each 
other  into  hamburger 


here,  but  there  might 
be  something  more,  so 
I'm  taking  this  job,  at 
least  until  Baker  shows 
his  true  colors.  In  the 
meantime,  hold  the 
ultra  shoe  contracts 
and  put  the  mobile 
phone  on  call  forward, 
because  here’s  one 
fellow  who  doesn’t  want 
mouse  ears,  a  decoder 


here  1  am, 
in  the  dead 
of  night,  the 
keys  of  my 
old  IBM  Selectric 
banging  a  crisp 
staccato  into  the  jungle 
air,  answered  every 

jaguar’s  roar  or  the 
scream  of  some  exotic 
jungle  bird.  I  guess  I’ve 
taken  Baker’s  offer,  or  I 
wouldn’t  be  writing 
this.  All  I  know  about 


before  the  eyes  of  a 
greedy  nation.  Drama, 
blood,  and  stupidity  — 
the  stuff  of  high  ratings, 
indeed,  and  guaranteed 
to  blow  whatever  vanilla 
family  sit-com  currently 
sits  atop  the  network 
pyramid  clear  into  the 
murky  blue. 

Yes,  there's  money 


patient  in  th 
getting  his  fifteen 
minutes  of  fame  at  the 
same  time.  It’s  up  to  me 
to  rip  the  chrome  off 
this  lunacy.  God  help 
us  all,  and  devil  take 
the  hindmost. 
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